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Summary of the 1933 Census of Service Establishments,
Places of Amusement, and Hotels

By W. A Rufl, In Charge of Servlee, Anyoltmaut, asd Hetel Curava, Bureaw of Hie Cenaus

ERVICE eatablishmenta and placea of amunsement

were canveesed for the first time ns part of the
1932 Census of Americon Business, nnd thus the
results provide the only official datz of this nature
available. Although o census of hotels was talen in
1030, the canvass wns restricted to hotels having 25
or more guest rooms, while the lote eensus incladad
ull hotels, regordlesa of size.

Owing to the peeuline Adiffieulties inhersnt in o
canvass of eatablishments of this nature, the special
problems confronging any new type of census enu-
maration, and the occasional misinterpretotion by
anumerntars of official instroections, irvegulatities, and
deficiencies in coverage no doubt exiat.

Barvice establishments nnd placves o amusement
covered by the consus eotnprise only those primarily
engnged in service netivities, or in providing amuses
ment. Thera are, of courss, many vetail, wholesale,
and maonufecturing estoblishments whick perform
numerous services jdentical or eimilar to those per-
formed by service establishments. Data for such
egtablishmenta are included in the reports for the
retail, wholesale, or monufnctures censos, as their

mejor petivities fall in these fields. In porticular,
gutomobile repair shops are included in the ratnil
eensus for the renson that an important part of this
buziness is the sale of parts; billiard parlora are
frequently operated ss an adjunct to ciwar etores,
drinking places, osnd other astoblishments eelling
merchandise, and as sueh ara: insluded in tha retail
census,

Agida from the kind of business elnssifications shown
in table 1, more thon 200 other kinds of business wern
canvassad, the dato for which are included in the
ol other” groups. The 62 eclassifientions presentad
represent, therefors, the more important kinds of
husiness based on volume of receipts and the frequency
with which they aceur in the various States. Among
those included in the census but not shown separately
are amnsament parks, sthletic fietds, bothing beaches,
airports, race tracks, nding academies, lawndry
agencies, bottls exchnoges, broadessting stotions,
freight forworders, bioyele repair shops, musical
instrument repair shops, #nd & number of other
clagses of repair shops, Data for a number of theze
classifiontions are incomplate.
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Table 1.—Summary of Service Entnbllchiments, Flaces of ﬁmus;;annur, and Hocels, for tha Unived Statos, by Kind of
Businesa, L
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A number of kinds of business which might resson-
ably be regarded as service establishmenta o1 places of
amusement wers not included in the convass. Ceriain
businessea were excluded because they nre bemg
covered by some other adequate statistical seriss, and
tn other cases the naturs of the business wos such ae
to make it virtually impossible lo seours accurats
date on & coensus basia relative to its netivites. The
more Imporient Kods of business axeluded, not
already noted, were power laundries, transportation
companies, hoarding houses, aducational institutions,
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real-gstate aclivitiea, and ipsurance companies, nor
doea the census include doctors, lawyers, dentists,
end others performing professional and scientibic
services.

JCONCENTRATION OF BUSINESS

" The accompanying map, bassd on tha results of
the censue, shows that more than 50 percent of the
total huamm of service establishments, plam of
amusement, and hotels, of the United States is con-
centrated in five States: New Yerk, Illinois, CoYifornia,

Table 7. =~Summary of Service Bstublishments, Places of Amusamuent, and Hotels, by States, 1933
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Pennsylvanin, and Ohio. Ten States aecount for
more then two-thirde of the totnl. Whils the zame
five States lead in the volume of reinil trade (although
they ronk differantly), they account for lsss then
43 percent of tha total retnil business,

Naturslly enocugh, per eapita espanditores for
servieas, amusements, and hotsla are Inreest in thoss
States which have a preponderance of urban pepule-
tion, particularly in the States in which the larger
cities are locatad. The annunl per cspita expenditures
for 48 Stntes and tha Distriot of Columbia ranged from
less thon §5 in Mississippi to more than $65 in the
Distriot of Columbia. In the South the annual per
capita expenditures ran consistently lower than the
averpge for the Nation, with the exception of the
States of Muarylend ond Florids, both of which
approximated the Tnited States averape of $22.49.

IMPORTANCE OF INDIVIDUAL KINDE OF BUSINESS

Of the 443,217 service estohlishments enumerated
117,832, or more than a fourth, were barber shops.
Clesning snd pressing shops renked sesond with
65,459 astablishments; shoe repair shope thivd with
50,425; boauty podors fourth with 42,073: eartage
and trucking establishments esngaged primarily in
local hanting Afth with 23,102; and blacksmith shops
ginth with 20,257. Thesa sime six kinds of bosinees
haws 82 percent of the empioyess, pay 45 percent of
the wapres and salaries, and neopunt for 43 pareent of
the totel receipts of &ll service establishments eng-
merated.

From the stondpoint of full-time employmant (ax-
glusive of proprietors notually engoged in the business),
barber shops ranked firat, employing 71,347 persons;
benuty parlors, second, with 42,733 employees; cartage
nad trocking, third, with 39,291 cleaning and pressing,
fourth, with 28,274; astcrage worehouses, fifth, with
16,543; ond funeral directors and embalmers, sixth,
with 16,414 employees. Of the 356,180 persons em-
ployed full #me tn the service industries, 214,602 or
60 percent were employed in the six above-mentioned
kinds of sstablishments.

Hotals may reasonably be regarded as a part of the
service group, but heosuse of the unique position they
occnpy in-this feld, they are oleasified separately.
The 20,462 hotels for which reporis were secured
gave employment €o 213,019 full-time employeea and
21,008 part-time employees, paid wages in 1933 ag-
gregating $146,208,000 out of totel receipis for the
yeor of $515,649,000. If ronked with the service
group, hetels would be first from the standpoint of
both receipts gnd employmect, representing 23 per-
oent of the receipts, 32 percent of the employees, and
25 percent of the sarvice pay roll.

In the amusement group, bilhnd porlors and bowling
alleys ranled first, from the stondpoint of number,
with 11 438 establishments; end theaters, second, with
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10,265 cstablishments. Together, thess two kinda of
anusement enterpriass raprozenicd nearly 73 percent
of the tetal plases of omusement in the eounbry.
Based on receipts, thesters came first, with $415,153,-
0, end- killined parlors sand bowiing allays, second,
with recaipts of $31,710,000.

EMPLOYMENT AND WAGES

‘The 602,416 serviee establishments, places of amuse.
meat, and hotelz in the United Statss gave employ-
mant in 1933 to n total of 1,406,444 parsons, of which
546,444 ware proprictors, 657,481 full-time semplojess,
ond 202,519 part-time employess. The lorge nimber
of proprietors is sxplained by the fnet that eorporstions
ere far in the minority in this field, most of tha estab-
lishiments being small buesinessesz enrriad on by the
propeistor withowt paid employees. Tha total num-
ber of full-time paid employees nmounted to an aver-
agea of only 1.31 per estnblishment. These employess
received annunl woges nggregating $61%,755,000, or an
average of 3943 per employes. Paristime employees
numbered 202,519, with no average compensation of
§404.

The changes in employment in servire estoblish-
ments, ploces of amusement, and hotels dul'mg 1933
is shown in table 3.

REMARKS ON THE TABLES

In drawing definite concluszons from the details of
the accompanying tables, it should be borne in mind
that the irvegularitics and deficiencits in coverags are
more pronounced in certain clossifications than in
others, Esteblishments of o seasonal character wera
frequently not in operation 2t the time of the enu-
merntor’s visit and he was, therefore, unakle o ascurs
the census report.

Crwing to certain field conditions over which the
Bursan had no eontrol, thers i1s resson to believa that
the sovtvnsz in the State of Pennsylvaain was not
entirely complets, Aftar consideration, no aitempts
bave besr made to adjust the date for apparent
underenumerntion,

Tabla }.—Emplormant in Sarvice Eatablishoents, Places of
Amuremvent, and Hatels, by Montha, 1933
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